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R Course Proposal Form


NOTE: Please read the information in ”Independent Language "R" tutorials" before filling out this form.
	Language:  FORMDROPDOWN 
  (or other language?..)
	Semester, year:  FORMDROPDOWN 
,  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Student Name:      
	Language Level:  FORMDROPDOWN 



	Harvard ID:
	     
	email:
	     

	Your address this semester: 
	     

	Telephone:
	     
	Date of this proposal:
	     


	Undergraduate


Year:
 FORMDROPDOWN 
 

Concentration: 
     
Graduation Year:
     

	or
	Graduate


Year:
G      
School: 
     
Dept/Program:
     
Degree Expected: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

Year: 20     

	or
	Are you a Visiting Student or Special Student?

Home institution:      
Major/Concentration:      


Are you taking this course...
yes
|
no

1) as part of an undergraduate concentration?
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 


2) to earn a Foreign Language Citation (undergraduates only)? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 


3) to fulfill a FLAS requirement? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 


4) to support work on a thesis or dissertation? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 


5) to prepare for study abroad or an internship? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 


6) to prepare for in-country research or fieldwork? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proposed Instructor (if known):      
If not a Harvard Instructor:
email:
      
Telephone:      
Address:      
How did you find your instructor and what are there academic qualifications and expertise in the language?

     
What is your background in this language?  Be specific. 

If you studied here at Harvard, give the courses and years. Have you taken a placement exam at Harvard? If you studied somewhere else, give the location, courses and years. If you are a heritage student, give the number of years you studied, where you studied, and when you came to the U.S.

     
Please be clear that these tutorials are not regular language courses, in which the teacher organizes the course for students.  These tutorials are essentially guided self-study.  Depending on the number of students who submit proposals, the tutorial may be individual or group, and your teacher may combine the interests of several students into the curriculum you will follow, but you are still responsible for your own goals, beyond those of the group.

Even if you know that yours will be a group tutorial, your answers to the following questions are essential.  These tutorials are available only to students who have the preparation, self-motivation, and self-discipline needed to take responsibility for their own learning. The most successful language learners take that responsibility, and these tutorials are available only to such students.

It is imperative that you demonstrate an academic justification for your proposed R course. A mere interest in the language or desiring to study the language for reasons of heritage or family background are usually not sufficient for us to gain approval for your proposal.


yes
|
no
	1.  Do you understand that this tutorial is essentially guided self-study, that you are responsible for setting goals for yourself, and meeting them?
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 



	This tutorial requires mid-semester reports on your progress in meeting your own goals.  Do you understand that it is your responsibility to submit these reports, without reminders?
	
 FORMCHECKBOX 

|
 FORMCHECKBOX 



Please provide the date by which you will submit your midsemester report:      
Please provide the date by which you will submit your final report (progress toward meeting your goals):      
If you do not submit reports, you will not receive a satisfactory grade and subsequent proposals will not be approved. Progress in self-study requires that you be aware of your goals  and participate in self-monitoring throughout the semester.

2.  Please provide the academic justification for your proposal.  Since these tutorials are guided self-study (and not regular courses), the reasons for this study must be your own and must be integrated with your course of study at Harvard (e.g., thesis topics, career goals, future degree work, internships, publishing plans, etc.).  If you cannot provide academic justification, your proposal will likely not be approved.

     
3.  If you are a beginner, please describe your goals for yourself for the first semester of study.  Your proposal will be strengthened by showing awareness of aspects of the structure of the language you will study and what you need to learn.

     
4.  If you are beyond the beginner level, please assess your existing knowledge and discuss what you think you need to do to make progress.

     
5.  Please describe the topic/content focus of your proposal and how it serves your goals. For example, you might be interested in literature of particular authors, or certain political or social topics. If you are a beginner, you still need to describe a content focus and how you might begin to address it.

     
6.  Please suggest the kinds of materials you would like to work on this semester and why.  Although you may have spoken with an instructor or with other students, suggesting "doing what X proposes" will only weaken your proposal.  Since these tutorials are for self-study, you must be able to articulate the materials you propose to use and why.

     
7.  Please suggest concrete goals that you can meet this semester.  You might set goals for the number of vocabulary items you will learn (on the order of 1000 words per semester is expected), the amount of grammar you will cover, the number of pages you will read, the number of pages you will write, etc.

     
8.  Assuming that you will spend 8-10 hours a week on this course (including class time), how do you propose to spend your time?  Keep in mind that you must include both reading and writing, and that vocabulary lists are your responsibility (under the guidance of your instructor).

     
9.  What kind of assessment of your progress do you propose?  That is, what kinds of work will be graded?  Keep in mind that if you propose quizzes on your knowledge, you will need to provide your instructor with the material on which you wish to be quizzed.

     
10. Please provide a short paragraph below based on the models provided in "Independent Language "R" tutorials," which you can find on the Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures website (http://slavic.fas.harvard.edu/pages/language-study). This summary of your proposal is one of the most important elements of the proposal as it comprises most of what the Dean’s office sees in order to decide whether or not to approve your proposal. 

     
Email completed form to slavic@fas.harvard.edu and sclancy@fas.harvard.edu.

Save a copy for your records!
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